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Attemey General Joha Ashaoh
USTrparianert of Jusuce

950 Ponnsylvanne Aveque, MW
Wadlyngron, 207 203300001

Do lir. Asherefr;

L am woung 10 express my suppert for Microsofein ight ot recent liigation against rhem
Micro :0ft 18 a great company with great products avalable to the public at very reasonable prices. I
has been an industry leader who has done much w0 stabilize the [T industry and the economy. With
thus farvsuit, Miceosoft has been forced 1o shift thewr attenuon from producing new products to
defenc ing theroselves i court  T'hus reduced producaon has doubiless made a damaping impact on
the 1T indusuy and the econcmy as a whole.

In the interest of setthng die matrer mote quickly Microsoft agreed tu procedures and
oblipa 10ns that the LS Court of Appea)s did not even find problems with. For one exaniple,
Micro: oft decided to alow computer makers to rernove die “paths” that consumers use 10 access
vanous Windows programs. These wilude programs like Explorer and Media Payer. Deung thus
will enable sofrvare made by companues such as Netscape or RealNeuworks to use those pathe
insteac. This will mntensify comperition, which wall benefit consumers.

{ look forward to this marzer buiny wrapped up s sonn as possible It has gone on for far
two long, and has doue severe damage 1o the country on a whole [ appreciate the willingness of
vow ofice to bear the views of rhe public. [ trust that vou will conclude that wrapping dus matter
up will be in the best trerest af the pullc,
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